
Special Topics in Digital Humanities 
Mondays 3:15-5:00 KOG B036 

 
Instructor: Paul Vierthaler 

Office: PJ Veth (Herbarium) T0.14 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 13:00-17:00 (or by appointment) 

p.a.vierthaler@hum.leidenuniv.nl 
 
In this course students will deepen their understanding of core problems in digital humanities and 
gain further experience in one or more of the methodologies learned in the core courses through 
the development of a digital project of their own choosing. Students will meet with an advisor to 
develop their projects and as a group to comment on each other’s work. 
 
Class format: 
This class is primarily discussion-based: Each week every student will present on progress they 
have made on their project and on useful literature they have identified (by themselves or in 
conjunction with the instructor or their advisor). Prior to each session, students will identify one 
useful article or blog post related to their digital humanities interests and prepare to briefly 
present on their project progress (successes, failures, issues, and plans). 
 
Each session will include discussing the contents of the planned projects, useful methods, and 
whatever other important considerations come up.  
 
Projects: 
The main purpose of this course is to develop a digital humanities project and to expand on 
lessons learned in the core courses. As such, the course will culminate in a 2,500 to 3,500 word 
research paper and a ten to fifteen-minute presentation. Alternatively, students can develop an 
online project (with a similar amount of content) or creative visualization project in consultation 
with the instructor. Think about creating something that you can add to a portfolio that will help 
you as you move forward (if there is enough interest, we will talk about website creation)! 
 
Remember: You are never locked in to a project (until it is time to present on December 11th), 
but the earlier you find an idea, the better your project will likely be! 
 
Attendance/Participation: 
Attendance and active participation are obligatory for seminars. Students are required to prepare 
for and attend all sessions. The convenors need to be informed without delay of any classes 
missed for a good reason (i.e. due to unforeseen circumstances such as illness, family issues, 
problems with residence permits, the Dutch railways in winter, etc.). In these cases it is up to the 
discretion of the convener(s) of the course whether or not the missed class will have to be made 
up with an extra assignment. The maximum of such absences during a semester is two. Being 
absent without notification and/or more than two times can result in a failing grade for the 
course. 
 
Late Papers: will be penalized by a 10% reduction for each 24-hour period it is late. After one 
calendar week, the paper will not be accepted. 



 
 
 
Writing Expectations: While content is the most important component of your work, a portion 
of your grade on each assignment will be for style and understandability. There is a writing 
center at Leiden. Feel free to avail yourself of it! 
 
Resit: Students who have scored an overall insufficient grade for the course may take a resit for 
the paper (or online project): 
 
Paper (or online project): (80 percent of grade) 
  
A Word About Plagiarism 
 
You must document all of your source material. If you take any text from somebody else, you 
must make it clear the text is being quoted and where the text comes from. You must also cite 
any sources from which you obtain numbers, ideas, or other material. If you have any questions 
about what does or does not constitute plagiarism, ask! Plagiarism is a serious offense and will 
not be treated lightly. Fortunately, it is also easy to avoid and if you are the least bit careful about 
giving credit where credit is due you should not run into any problems (thanks to Alfred E Guy, 
Jr. for this statement). 
 
Schedule: 
 
November 6: 
Discuss the format of the class.  
 
Student introductions (name, major or planned major, subject topics interested in, digital 
methods interested in). 
 

For Nov 13: 
If you are interested in working with an advisor other than the instructor, please identify 
them (this can be someone in your field, or the instructor) and ask them if they are willing 
to act in this role (they will be responsible for providing advice and guidance through the 
project).  
 
Outline a potential project. Prepare answers for the following: What sources are you 
interested in? What methods do you hope to use? What do you need to learn before this is 
possible? Find one article (blog post, academic article, website) that would be useful. Be 
prepared to briefly present these to class (prepare for about five minutes). 
 
Feel free to come by instructor’s office hours to discuss ideas. 

 
November 13: 
Student presentations and class reaction (feasibility, ideas for how to approach it,etc) 
 



Together we will discuss the suggested articles and we will select two to read for the following 
week 
 
 For Nov 20: 

Write an abstract for your planned project (send it to it to the instructor before class on 
the 20th). Gather data and start to design the algorithms or visualizations you will use. 

 
November 20: 
Student presentations and class reaction 
Discuss previous readings/make plans for readings for the following week. 
 

For Nov 27: 
Continue to gather data, begin/continue analysis, look for more useful methods 

 
November 27: 
Student presentations and class reaction 
Discuss previous readings/make plans for readings for the following week. 
 
 For Dec 4: 

Continue analysis and data collection if necessary, look for more useful methods 
Plan visualizations for presentation, begin making them 

 
December 4: 
Student presentations and class reaction 
Discuss previous readings 
  
 For Dec 11: 
 Make presentation for final project. Prepare a 10 to 15 minute presentation. 
 
December 11: 
Present on final project 
 
January 10: 
Final project due (submit electronically to instructor). 


